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Dear Treasured Colleagues, As Salaam 
Alaikum,

Welcome to the second edition of the GCET 
Newsletter for Spring 2020-2021.   It has 
been a busy period for all staff since the first 
edition of the GCET Newsletter.  We are at 
the half-way stage of Semester 2 teaching 
and support; and I am really pleased to 
inform you that we exceeded the student 
recruitment number from Semester 2 last 
year.  

We recruited 154 students in Semester 2, 
on our undergraduate and postgraduate 
programs, and this exceeded the 128 stu-
dents recruited in semester 2 last academic 
year.  My sincere thanks to everyone in 
the College who has made this outcome 
possible.  I really appreciate the hard work 
and dedication of everyone in achieving this 
result. Thank you all so much. As you all 
know, we are still delivering and assessing 
our programs on-line again in semester 
2; and I hope that next year we may have 
students back on campus, Insh’Allah! 

Dean’s Welcome

TURN TO P3

CELEBRATING 
PARTNERSHIPS 

Professor Geoffrey Elliott
Dean-President of College
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  However, I am really pleased that 
the Moodle Learning Management 
System (LMS) is up and running and 
supporting our distance learning ap-
proach to teaching and assessment.  I 
thank you all for all your feedback on 
making the Moodle experience better 
as we progress and develop the new 
LMS throughout semester 2. I am 
please to say that this second edition 
of the GCET newsletter is themed 
around ‘partnership’, particularly 
celebrating the 5th Anniversary of the   

string  and enduring academic part-
nership between the University of the 
West of England (UWE), in the United 
Kingdom, and GCET.  I am delighted 
that our dear friends at UWE have 
contributed to this Newsletter, and we 
have a page of pictures to remind all 
of us of previous happy times togeth-
er, pre-Covid, when we could all meet 
up at the College face-to-face. I look 
forward to these days again in the 
future – Insh’Allah! I hope this edition 
of the Newsletter will be equally as 
informative as the first Newsletter.  I 
have again provided a strategic 

update on activities and matters that 
are of importance to the College since 
the last edition; and I hope it shows 
that with all your hard work, support, 
and drive, we are all together moving 
towards a more stable and rewarding 
future. 

Finally, as we know, Ramadan is 
coming up in April, and I wanted to 
take this opportunity to say to you 
all, Muslim and non-Muslim, to have 
a peaceful and blessed month of 
Ramadan. 

COLLEGE NEWS |
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Dean’s Welcome 

Ramadan Mubarak!

what we do, with ‘best practice’ in 
the higher education sector.  To this 
end, Dr. Sulaiman and myself, have 
been visiting a number of higher edu-
cation institutions in the Sultanate 
of Oman to develop partnership 
agreements for mutual support 
and benchmarking.  Last month 
we visited the National University 
of Science and Technology in Oman 
(NU) and A’Sharqiyah University 
(ASU)  to negotiate cooperative part-
nerships, and develop memoranda of 
cooperation agreements, for a range 
of collaborative activities, including 
benchmarking, research cooperation, 
facilities sharing, and mutual support 
for developing funding opportunities 
from Government and industry.

Internationally, our strong relationship 
with the University of the West of Eng-
land (UWE), in the United Kingdom, 
continues to grow from strength to 
strength each year.  This year we 
celebrate 5 years together and in 
this edition of the GCET Newsletter 
we publish photos of past activities 
and events that demonstrate the 
strength and mutual support of 
the GCET-UWE partnership.  I am 
delighted that Dr. Alison Todman, 
and Dr. Sabir Ghauri, from UWE, have 
written articles to recognize and publi-
cize our strong relationship. We are 
in weekly and monthly contact with 
colleagues from UWE at all levels of 
responsibility. The latest example of 
this cooperation between UWE and 
GCET is the establishment of a new 
Credit Transfer Agreement (CTA) 
  

for advanced Entry applicants 
(APL students) that has resulted in  
increased  applications and registra-
tions in Semester 2; and will benefit 
us and make us more competitive for 
September.

However, this issue of the GCET 
newsletter is not only about our 
partnership with UWE it is also about 
partnerships in general.  This includes 
our strong partnership with the Minis-
try of Higher Education, Research, 
and Innovation (MoHERI), the Director 
General of Private Colleges, and 
other universities, and colleges, in the 
Sultanate and around the world. For 
example, in the last two months we 
have signed agreements with the 
Engineering Institute of Technology 
(EIT) in Australia to promote and 
deliver vocational training and CPD 
to the engineering, oil, gas, mining, 
and manufacturing industries in 
Oman; and we have submitted our ap-
plication to the Project Management 
Institute (PMI) in the USA to become 
an accredited PMI Training Centre to 
deliver project management training 
and certification; which will make us 
a leader in this area in Oman.

As we go into a financially stronger 
and more stable future as a College, 
Insh’Allah, I know we will all be reward-
ed in the future for the success of the 
partnerships we have developed and 
the stability we have collectively creat-
ed for each other and the College.

Professor Geoffrey Elliott

As Salam Alaikum! Dear Treasured 
Colleagues, in this second edition 
of the GCET Newsletter, I wanted 
to begin with thanking you all for 
what you have collectively done 
to make GCET a growing success, 
now and long before I arrived at the 
College.  The Theme of this issue is 
‘partnership’.  My experience in life is 
that nothing ever comes easily unless 
people work together, in partnership 
and cooperation, to support each 
other and achieve a common goal. As 
human beings we rely on each other; 
and the kindness and support offered 
to each other. 

Therefore, I want to ensure that our 
continuing success is shared and 
collectively recognized in the future. 
To this end, I am pleased to note 
that the majority of the Department 
Reviews have been completed; and it 
is pleasing to see departments come 
up with strong plans, thoughts, and 
ideas to make the College better and 
more competitive in the higher educa-
tion sector.  We learn together, and 
we develop together, as individuals, 
and as a College family, in partnership, 
and that also includes myself.  We 
learn and develop each day from our 
relationships and engagement with 
others.  I feel we are operating as a Col-
lege with enhanced confidence, both 
individually and collectively.  The next 
step is for us to start to look outwards 
and try to benchmark ourselves, and 
  

I wish you all Ramadan Mubarak!

Dean-President of College

The Theme of Partnership  
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Dr. Ahmad Hosseini 
Head of Academic Department of 

Foundation Studies (FS)
 
 With the support of the GCET 

Research and Innovation Committee 
(RIC) and Dean of College, Professor 
Geoffrey Elliott, we, now, are an 
official Pretesting Research Partner 
of Oxford University Press.
What does it mean?
Learning English Language is a 
continuous challenging process for 
all students. We know that students 
who join the General Foundation 
Programme take a path in their 
English learning, and they need to be 
supported, coached and instructed 
throughout their course of study 
even at the Undergraduate level. In 
order to help our students pursue a 
lifelong learning while being at 
GCET, the Academic Department of 
Foundation Studies took the 
initiative to redesign the support 
system not only for GFP students 
but also for all our students in 
Undergraduate and even 
Postgraduate level. The first step is 
to have proper regular assessment.
How can you take it?
When you start learning a second 
language, you become familiar with 
vocabulary, grammar, structure and 
use of this language. Your goal is to 
be an independent learner in order 
to continue improving your 
language and rely on yourself. 
However, without regular 
assessment of your  language level, 
you cannot remain an independent 
learner.

Being in partnership with Oxford 
University Press in Pretesting 
Research, GCET enables its students 
to take regular FREE tests to see 

their level of English language, 
receive feedback and also use our 
coaching classes throughout their 
studies. The test shows you in what 
skills you need to improve yourself; 
and by analyzing your results, our 
professional English team of the 
Foundation Studies Department will 
give you FREE coaching classes until 
your graduation.

Besides, by participating in the 
Pretesting procedure, you help us 
and our partner, Oxford University 
Press, to improve testing systems 
and create better question sets for 
the future. 

There are numerous educational 
institutions around the world that 
partake in this initiative and their 
students benefit from the 
stress-free tests followed by fast 
results and feedback. 

Oxford University Press provides the 
results instantly for Reading and 
Listening. Writing and Speaking are 
marked by trained assessors, so a 
breakdown of scores is provided 
within 2 weeks. It is an efficient way 
to identify which skills you should 
focus on. GCET will contribute to the 
future of English language 
assessment as part of the global 
research community.

All GCET students will benefit from 
this Pretesting. If you are in 
Foundation level, we give you this 
test to prepare you for the Final 
Exams; and if you are in UG or PG 
level, you will be assessed at the 
start of each academic year. You’ll be 
given coaching classes by the 
support centre based on your 
results. From now on, English 
language will be a piece of cake for 
you!

| COLLEGE NEWS

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
GCET PARTNERSHIP WITH 
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Dr. Alison Todman  
Senior International 

Partnerships Development Leader
 
 It is now five years since the 

University of the West of England 

(UWE) entered into a partnership 

with the Global College of 

Engineering and Technology (GCET).  

It is with great pride that we have 

watched the college grow from 

strength to strength during this time. 

When we started with only 170 

students studying on three UWE 

Engineering degree programmes in 

2016, little did we realise that we 

would now be offering 12 different 

degree programmes to nearly 1000 

students across subject areas 

ranging from Mechanical 

Engineering and Instrumentation & 

Control, through Computer Security 

& Forensics to Urban Planning and 

Environmental Management. We 

now also offer Masters’ programmes 

in Engineering Management and 

Data Science that push students to 

higher levels of academic 

achievement and prepare them for 

research study. At each stage of 

development GCET has consulted 

with local industries and carefully 

aligned the programmes to be 

offered with skills that are needed to 

fulfil the Government’s 2030 

strategy, ensuring that all graduates 

leave ready and able to contribute to 

Oman’s future growth.

The production of ready and able 

graduates is it the heart of UWE 

values. UWE seeks to be ambitious, 

inclusive, innovative, collaborative 

and enterprising. We work with 

like-minded partners across the 

world to build relationships that 

enable our students, wherever they 

are studying our degree 

programmes, to gain a thirst for 

knowledge and develop a creative 

questioning approach that builds a 

“can-do” confidence; and the ability 

to navigate uncertainty in this 

challenging and fast-changing 

world. 

The University of the West of 

England (UWE) is ranked 21 in the UK 

Guardian League Table and was 

awarded Gold status in the UK’s 

Teaching Education Framework 

evaluation, the highest level possible.

But perhaps one of our best 

accolades comes from the students 

themselves. UWE was ranked joint 

2nd in England and 7th in the UK in 

the latest National Student Survey, 

indicating the importance we place 

on student experience and 

wellbeing. 

Looking forward, the University is 

keen to explore new areas of 

collaboration that will benefit both 

GCET and UWE. We not only hope to 

extend the portfolio of degree 

programmes offered at GCET 

further, but also to create products 

that will enable GCET to act as a hub 

in the MENA region, opening access 

to Higher Education through 

foundation level studies and 

providing training in academic 

practice for college and university 

teaching staff. As a world leading 

research institution, we are also 

keen to establish collaborative 

projects that will bring together 

GCET and UWE academics to 

investigate global challenges.

Prior to Covid-19 UWE and GCET 

worked together to arrange short 

study exchanges that were aimed at 

helping students to widen their 

understanding of the world and 

working practices in their subject 

areas. While this was not possible in 

2020, we hope to enable these visits 

again when travel restrictions are 

lifted once more.

    
I look forward to the next 5 years 

and many more shared experiences; 

to fulfil the ambitions of the College 

and its desire to do its part to further 

the Oman Vision 2040.

A STRATEGIC VIEW FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF 
THE WEST OF ENGLAND (UWE), UNITED 

KINGDOM-CELEBRATING 5 SUCCESSFUL YEARS 
TOGETHER!

COLLEGE NEWS |
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QAA
UK Quality Assured

Dr. Sabir Ghauri
International Partnerships 

Programme Leader
University of the West of England

 

Dr. Eman Al Naamani
               Head of QACO

 

QUALITY ASSURANCE 
STANDARDS AT GCET 

THROUGH UWE 
PARTNERSHIP

 

Assessments design at GCET

UWE moderators and EEs need 
to follow strict deadlines 

Assessments carried out 
and marked at GCET 

Samples double marked 
internally at GCET 

UWE link tutors and EEs will 
carry out scrutiny at GCET 

before the field boards 
(pick up any marking errors, 
fairness, delivery problems, 

proposed adjustment (if 
any), accuracy, pass rate, 

EC etc.)  

Field boards at GCET 
(Board membership at GCET, 

Oman: EEs, UWE Link Tutors and all 
MLs of GCET Oman. On skype at UWE: 

Chair, Dept. Representatives 
and Partnership SAT team)

 

Assessments design at GCET

Internally moderated by 
GCET staff

Assessments uploaded 
along with moderation 

form on SharePoint

External Examiners (EEs) 
final comments uploaded 

on SharePoint/GCET 
print the final versions of 

assessment

Global College of Engineering and 
Technology (GCET) follows Quality 
Assurance (QA) standards set by the 
University of the West of England 
(UWE), Bristol, UK who carry out the 
GCET partnership in accordance 
with the expectations of the UK’s 
Quality Assurance Agency (QAA) 
Quality Code for Higher Education. 
Information on the QAA can be 
found at the following link: http://w-
ww.qaa.ac.uk/Pages/default.aspx. 
UWE is among the UK quality 
assured universities as commented 
by the UK QAA audit team. It follows 
the Quality Code as a key reference 
point for UK higher education, 
protecting both public and student 
interest and championing UK higher 
education's world-leading reputa-
tion for quality. 

GCET undertakes moderation of 
assessments and reviews samples 
of student work in order to fulfill its 
QA responsibilities under the UWE 
academic regulations. Every year in 
February and June, the scrutiny 
team comprising of External Exam-
iners and UWE partnership 
programme leader/link tutors visit 
GCET. The scrutiny team review the 
GCET’s arrangements for delivering 
learning opportunities in partner-
ship with UWE and confirm that 
they are supported by effective 
policies and are appropriately man-
aged. This ensures that processes 
are implemented securely and 
managed effectively. The partner-
ship has established a robust regu-
latory framework and a well-de-
fined set of deliberative and admin-
istrative processes to ensure that 
there are equitable, valid and 
reliable processes for assessment. 
To achieve this, pre- and 
post-moderations of the assess-
ments are carried out by academics 
from both GCET and UWE. The 
diagram below shows the steps 
followed from setting assessments 
to releasing results to students.
Key findings of UWE scrutiny team 
about the GCET/UWE partnership in 
Oman are reported as follows:  

•  The setting and maintenance of        
the academic standards of awards 
meet UK and Omani HE expecta-
tions.
•  The quality of student learning 
opportunities meets the UK and 
Omani HE expectations.
•  The quality of the information 
about learning opportunities meets 
UK and Omani HE expectations.
•  The enhancement of student 
learning opportunities meets the UK 
expectations.



with local industries and carefully 

aligned the programmes to be 

offered with skills that are needed to 

fulfil the Government’s 2030 

strategy, ensuring that all graduates 

leave ready and able to contribute to 

Oman’s future growth.

The production of ready and able 

graduates is it the heart of UWE 

values. UWE seeks to be ambitious, 

inclusive, innovative, collaborative 

and enterprising. We work with 

like-minded partners across the 

world to build relationships that 

enable our students, wherever they 

are studying our degree 

programmes, to gain a thirst for 

knowledge and develop a creative 

questioning approach that builds a 

“can-do” confidence; and the ability 

to navigate uncertainty in this 

challenging and fast-changing 

world. 

The University of the West of 

England (UWE) is ranked 21 in the UK 

Guardian League Table and was 

awarded Gold status in the UK’s 

Teaching Education Framework 

evaluation, the highest level possible.

But perhaps one of our best 

accolades comes from the students 

themselves. UWE was ranked joint 

2nd in England and 7th in the UK in 

the latest National Student Survey, 

indicating the importance we place 

on student experience and 

wellbeing. 

Looking forward, the University is 

keen to explore new areas of 

collaboration that will benefit both 

GCET and UWE. We not only hope to 

extend the portfolio of degree 

programmes offered at GCET 

further, but also to create products 

that will enable GCET to act as a hub 

in the MENA region, opening access 

to Higher Education through 

foundation level studies and 

providing training in academic 

practice for college and university 

teaching staff. As a world leading 

research institution, we are also 

keen to establish collaborative 

projects that will bring together 

GCET and UWE academics to 

investigate global challenges.

Prior to Covid-19 UWE and GCET 

worked together to arrange short 

study exchanges that were aimed at 

helping students to widen their 

understanding of the world and 

working practices in their subject 

areas. While this was not possible in 

2020, we hope to enable these visits 

again when travel restrictions are 

lifted once more.
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The GCET-UWE partnership has 

brought with it many opportunities 

benefiting students, staff and other 

stakeholders. Staff development is a 

very strong aspect of this partnership, 

the one that supports the mission of 

the college to build its staff capacity 

and tune their thinking to be able 

to meet the teaching and learning 

quality and standards. One of the pro-

fessional development programmes 

for academics that GCET-UWE 

partnership is currently running is the 

Postgraduate Certificate in Academic 

Practice (PCAP) which is a 60-credit 

Masters level programme aimed 

for academics with teaching and 

assessment roles at the college. The 

programme consists of 3 modules 

taught by the faculty of Education 

at UWE in block delivery. The overall 

aim of the programme is to provide 

the opportunity for academics to 

experience the theoretical and practi-

cal aspects of the content as both 

learners and teachers, building on the 

prior knowledge and experience they 

bring to the college and provide them 

with a comprehensive grounding 

for the teaching and learning part 

of an academic role. It also links the 

academics teaching 

and learning role with other academ-

ic responsibilities, such as academic 

leadership and research. This is 

done through supporting academics 

to develop their roles as active 

practice researchers throughout 

their academic career and the oppor-

tunities this presents to enhance 

students’ learning experience. During 

the PCAP programme, academics 

will critically engage with aspects of 

research specific to higher education 

and enhance their understanding of 

a range of methodologies, and their 

application to research in the context 

of teaching and learning. Academics 

will also experience and practice 

a combination of student-centred 

approaches.

Academics who have completed 

the PCAP programme felt that the 

programme has enhanced their 

understanding and knowledge of re-

search-based teaching and impacted 

their teaching and learning strategies. 

They are now using different teaching 

strategies including the innovative use 

of learning technologies and subject 

specific pedagogies. They are using 

practices in their classes that motivate 

and engage students from different

backgrounds and needs, they apply 

formative assessment to provide a 

range of feedback activities aiming 

to promote learning (i.e. assessment 

for learning). 

The PCAP programme has enabled 

GCET academics to meet UWE’s 

assessment quality and standards 

through training academics to 

formulate summative assessment 

strategies to match the module learn-

ing outcomes with the level of the in-

tended programme. Besides this,  the 

programme also canales academics 

to use a range of evaluation and 

quality assurance tools to encourage 

students to become partners in their 

learning.

Further to PCAP, GCET-UWE partner-

ship provides many other training 

and staff development opportunities 

through seminars and workshops, 

such as:  1. Conducting workshops 

“access to teaching and learning 

resources of UWE, Bristol (blackboard 

access)”, 2. “Quality Assurance (UWE 

moderation and external moderation 

process)”, 3. Workshops on “summa-

tive and formative assessment 

design”, 4. Sessions on “understanding 

curriculum development and approv-

al” and many others.  

STAFF DEVELOPMENT
 PCAP

Dr. Sulaiman Al Hasani
Deputy Dean 
for Administration and Resources

COLLEGE NEWS |



The Library and Learning Resourc-
es (LLR) is the main academic 
support of the College. It provides 
users an access to the information 
in pursuit of their learning and 
research for the benefit of both the 
individuals and the community. 
The Library is located at the 
ground floor of the administrative 
building. It is open from 8:30 A.M to 
8:00 P.M on a regular semester 
and until 10:00 P.M on the exam-
ination week. Library service is also 
available during the weekends 
upon student’s request. The Library 
adapts an open access system that 
allows users to browse and select 
books on the shelves for the library 
or for home use.

The library helps ensure that its 
users can access the information 
they need. With the partnership 
and collaboration with UWE Bristol 
(University of the West of England) 
which started in 2016, access to the 
UWE Bristol Library digital 
resources and services is made 
available for GCET undergraduate 
and postgraduate students and 
staff. All UG and PG students 
enrolled are provided with a UWE 
welcome letter upon joining the 
College. The welcome letter comes 
with the log-in credentials to 
access the UWE library electronic 
resources remotely which covers a 
million ebooks collections and a 
wide range of e-journals and 
academic multidisciplinary data-
bases. Some of the available e-re-
sources are the following: IEEE 
Xplore, Science Direct, Springerlink, 
VleBooks, Ebscohost, LinkedIn 
Learning, Ebscohost, Knovel etc. 
The full lists of e-resources avail-
able for students and staff is listed 
on this link.
 

Through the GCET-UWE partner-
ship, GCET students and staff get 
free software licenses from UWE 
Bristol through AppsAnywhere 
which is the main route of all the 
available software installation. 
Some software includes Microsoft 
Office 365, Solidworks, Ricardo, 
AutoCAD, MATLAB which is a 
widely used software among engi-
neers, scientists and technologists 
and many more. Advice on using 
UWE software can be found 
through the University website or 
from the following link. 

read learn inspire

Connecting users to learning...

COLLEGE NEWS |

THE
LIBRARY TEAM

‘From the very beginning there has been a close and fruitful collabora-
tion between the libraries in this partnership. This has enhanced the 
level of support for GCET students and provided access to a wide range 
of information resources to support them.‘

Ian Collins
Partnership Librarian

Deputy Head of 
Library and Learning 
Resources

The Library and Learning Resourc-
es are committed to support 
students and staff on their learning 
and teaching endeavors. To ensure 
the best quality of service provided 
to library users and with our com-
mitment to further develop our 
collections, we make sure that all 
the learning materials listed in the 
module specifications, such as 

Mario Anud Jr.

The GCET-UWE Library Partnership
Find Out How Your Library Supports You

https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/it-services/software#a17918eb0-a51c-470f-ac4f-7006ce6f2c1dhttps://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/library/databases/international-partners
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compulsory and recommended 
books are available in the library. 
We encourage our students and 
staff to use our library online cata-
logue database to easily find the 
books on the shelves.
�

Apart from Library services during 
the induction day before the start 
of each semester, the GCET Librar-
ian continuously update and 
release series of library instructions 
in collaboration with undergradu-
ate modules (The Professional and 
Academic Skills and the Final Year 
Project) with the objectives to 
familiarize the students with the 

use of the library e-resources & 
databases,  referencing. GCET 
Library also provides guidelines in 
using referencing tools, plagiarism 
awareness and the use of plagia-
rism software as well as using 
Moodle, library online catalog and 
Masader Oman Virtual Science 
Library.
The college management, after the 
closure of the campus to curb the 
Covid-19, wisely decided to contin-
ue online delivery of classes which 
also implicates the services previ-
ously done by the Library.  With the 
guidelines being circulated by the 
college, librarians have to think of 
ways on how they can deliver their 
services online. They started to 
develop library guides and and 
tutorial videos which are posted on 
the College website. The Ask GCET 
Librarian chat service facility was 
launched which allows all the  

students and staff to chat with the 
librarians in real-time for whatever 
support they need. GCET students 
and staff can discover and explore 
our e-resources through UWE 
Library Search and Masader Oman 
Virtual Science Library and Library 
Online Catalog. These resources 
can be accessed through our 
Library Webpage or via GCET 
Library Moodle Page.  
 
Recently, UWE library services has 
opened up all their academic 
online workshops to partners. You 
can see all the (synchronous) online 
workshops as well as links to 
associated (asynchronous) online 
workshops here.  GCET students 
are welcome to join and register 
any available workshops they are 
interested in for free.

Salim Al Sinawi
ME&VT, Alumni 

 
   

“During these past four years of studies at GCET, 
It’s a privilege for me to say that nothing has 
been so pleasant than exploring the library, and 
when in doubts that’s where most of us would 
go. Big shout out to the librarians for all the help 
and support that they gave us.”

Ruqaiya Mohamed Al Hadhrami
SE, Alumni 

 

 
   

When I graduated the most thing I remember is 
the library because I spent a lot of time there for 
studying, printing, borrowing books and a lot. So 
this place I can’t talk about it in few words. 
Everything is perfect, the staff there, how they 
are so kind with us, how they are so understand-
ing. I am so happy that I was there in the past 
with them. The most thing that I remember is 
when I was doing my Final Year project, it was 
hard for me to find the resources for it, they work 
too hard to helped me find suitable e-resources 
from UWE. 

Hajar Salim Mohammed Al Risi, 
CSF-Level 2 

 

 

The library helped me a lot in searching for 
suitable ebooks for every subject I want to know 
about, as well as using programs and providing 
assistance to a student. 

Houmam Chahine
ETE, Level 3 

GCET library provides both print and non-print 
resources, as there are a lot of books available in 
the library to borrow and e-resources. The library 
is equipped with computers for student to use.
Regarding the services, the librarians are so kind 
and cooperative as they help all the students if 
they needed their help. 

Adhir Suresh
ME&VT, Alumni 

   

The services received from the librarians are 
simply exceptionally satisfactory. And especially 
during the current pandemic scene where 
distant education is priority, their guidance on the 
usage of online resources like the college portal 
and the WhatsApp chats are very prompt and 
easy to follow. In short, it was with their proper 
guidance I could complete my thesis without 
error.

Saba Jayyusi, 
ETE-Level 3 

   

The overall services I have experienced at the 
library are great. And the available resources are 
adequate for our needs, but I wish we could have 
the discussion rooms back since they were very 
helpful. 

Ohikhena Dennis, 
ME&VT, Alumni

Wassem Alaa Alddin
CSF, Level 3

The GCET library is one of the several facilities 
that contributes immensely to what makes the 
college unique! With an unbiased and 
student-centric approach towards the discharge 
of their duties, the library staff are simply very 
resourceful, welcoming and always willing to 
render assistance and support to students. 
The GCET library is very diverse in its available 
research materials both in hard copies and online 
and well-structured to support research activities 
in my opinion, at all levels. It stands out as a 
resource hub that I'd certainly like to visit in my 
future research endeavours.

GCET Library may look small for the visitor or 
students and can’t be compared to other libraries, 
but the spread smile among the staff faces make 
it feels like the best library in Oman, the provided 
resource to students is valuable and highly 
appreciated especially the online tutorial provided 
on the webpage. GCET library is the shelter for all 
students to have great ideas and work on 
projects, in other words, it's related to our success, 
the staff is helpful and can read our thoughts 
before naming the issues, which seems scary, but 
I think that’s caring. Hopefully, we visit our library 
like the old days.

| COLLEGE NEWS
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Feedback

Librarian

https://gcet.edu.om/en/gcet-library/

https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/study-support/study-skills/library-study-skills-support

https://info.uwe.ac.uk/events/eventlisting.aspx?categoryID=98



The library helps ensure that its 
users can access the information 
they need. With the partnership 
and collaboration with UWE Bristol 
(University of the West of England) 
which started in 2016, access to the 
UWE Bristol Library digital 
resources and services is made 
available for GCET undergraduate 
and postgraduate students and 
staff. All UG and PG students 
enrolled are provided with a UWE 
welcome letter upon joining the 
College. The welcome letter comes 
with the log-in credentials to 
access the UWE library electronic 
resources remotely which covers a 
million ebooks collections and a 
wide range of e-journals and 
academic multidisciplinary data-
bases. Some of the available e-re-
sources are the following: IEEE 
Xplore, Science Direct, Springerlink, 
VleBooks, Ebscohost, LinkedIn 
Learning, Ebscohost, Knovel etc. 
The full lists of e-resources avail-
able for students and staff is listed 
on this link.
 

The Library and Learning Resourc-
es are committed to support 
students and staff on their learning 
and teaching endeavors. To ensure 
the best quality of service provided 
to library users and with our com-
mitment to further develop our 
collections, we make sure that all 
the learning materials listed in the 
module specifications, such as 
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CELEBRATING 5
SUCCESSFUL YEARS TOGETHER!

Dr. Tahseen Rafik with Vice-Chancellor Prof. 
Steve West during signing with agreement 
with UWE

From left to right, David, Prof. Paul , Prof. Steve, 
Dr. Tahseen, Tod  and Prof. Jane during 
partnership signing with UWE

Dr. Pooyan with Tod Burton and Dr. Mazhar 
during UWE graduation.

UWE Engineering Building Interior 
- BAM Construction and Seaman Photography

UWE School of Engineering  
- BAM Construction and Seaman Photography

Dr. Nemat with Prof. Jane Harrington Dr. Pooyan with Prof. Jane Harrington

GCET Staff with UWE guest PCAP tutor Helen Diles with PCAP Students at GCET Dr. Alison with GCET students

Prof Jane Harrington during GCET graduation 
in Oman

Prof. Jane Harrington with Dr. Alison Todman 
and Dr. Kevin Golden during graduation in 

Oman

Dr. Javeed with Prof. 
Jane Harrington

Signing with Prof Jane 
Harrington.
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GCET Staff on their PCAP graduation

Dr. Sabir with Dr. Alison participated the 
GCET Induction Day

GCET Students graduates at UWE 
graduation in the UK First Batch of GCET Students Graduates at 

UWE Bristol during the Graduation 
Ceremony

UWE Students Union Exterior View

Sonia Mills - Chair Board of Governors 
2020 with Dr. Sulaiman Al Hasani

UWE guest visited the Library GCET Staff with the UWE Guest and 
Dr. Tahseen

UWE Delagates with GCET Staff during 
Graduation in Oman

GCET Staff with Prof. Paul Olomolaiye 
during UWE graduation

UWE Frenchay Campus with students 
walking outdoors

Dr. Tahseen with Pro VC Prof. Paul 
Olomolaiye and Tod Burton during UWE 
Partnership Signing

Dr. Mazhar, Dr. Sulaiman and Dr. Moosa during 
PCAP

GCET HoDs during the UWE graduation  
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Dr. Pooyan Rahmanivahid 
Head of Academic Department 
of Mechanical Engineering (ME)



| COLLEGE NEWS 

GCET NEWSLETTER | APRIL 2021 PAGE 13

Moustafa is working on the 
Suspension system of the vehicle. 
The theory of the suspension system 
is taken from ‘Road vehicle dynam-
ics’ by Dukkipati et Al, Gillespie, 
Berkum and Theander. All these 
sources have the same outline of 
how the suspension should be 
designed. We found that the best 
suspension system for our project is 
the Double Wishbone suspension on 
which the Multi-link is based on. 
Also, by observing other variants, it 
is the most favorite choice of 
suspension among the formula 
students. 
To carry on the work further, the full 
model of the car needs to be 
considered with the placement of 
the suspension components. This is 
with regards to the placement of the 
spring/damper system and the 
placement of the push/pull rod. The 
main area of focus is the front of the 
car due to the size constraints due 
to the chassis and the motors in the 
hubs.

Dear GCET family, it is my pleasure to 
announce that we are in the process of 
making the first Omani Student 
Formula vehicle in the college.
 So far, a few students have joined and 
taken over one part of the project. The 
chassis has been manufactured and 
placed in the Mechanical Lab. 
The Student Formula club initially was 
inspired by the UWE Student Formula 
club. I have had the privilege to meet 
the UWE team and club members; 
young and motivated Undergraduate 
and postgraduate students. Under the 
supervision of Mr. Jason Mathew, they 
have been participating in Silverstone 
International Formula student racing 
competition. 

Please check: https://www.silver-
stone.co.uk/events/formula-student/   
Our formula club consists of four active 
students who work on each part, 
independently.

the rear wheel through a six-speed 
transmission aided by a slipper 
clutch. This engine produces 130 
horsepower at 14,500 rpm 

means of design software, it is a 
combination of form and function. 
Maintaining an effective brake 
system is one of the key factors in 
vehicle safety. 
The major parts in the entire brake 
system are brake calipers & brake 
discs because these components 
transfer the mechanical movement 
into torque applied to the wheels. 

Saheem is working on the break 
system of the vehicle. Designing of 
the brake system is one of the most 
important stages of manufacturing. 
Design is simulating a prototype by

Abdallah is working on the IC Pow-
ertrain (engine, gear and rear differ-
ential) of the vehicle. The student 
Formula 1 car is not big enough to 
suit a car engine. In order to meet 
the requirements and regulations of 
the Student Formula car, and 
considering the weight to power 
ratio, a motorcycle engine would, 
therefore, be the best option. 
Yamaha YZF-R6 is the chosen 
engine which is powered by an 
extremely over-square engine with 
a bore of 67mm and a stroke of 
42.5mm, a compression ratio of 12.8 
to 1 and volume of 599cc DOHC 
16-valve. The engine transfers 
power to 

Adham is working on the model 
and simulation of the body panels 
as Aerodynamic forces are the 
source of 80% of the lap time 
performance in a race car. It is 
crucial to design the vehicle body 
structure to be efficient and 
optimized.
The body panels are simulated and 
analyzed using SolidWorks and 
ANSYS software. Considering the 
rules and regulations imposed to 
challenge the student’s creativity 
and innovation to implement aero-
dynamic advantages, which can be 
customized to convey better vehicle 
economy, handling, aesthetics, also 
there are three main areas to be 
reviewed; use of wings, use of an 
under-body diffuser, and also the 
general geometry of the most 
bodywork. So, this project idea is 
unique in itself, only few started it 
but no one till now has finished it, so 
it would be a blast to be the first 
group to finish it in sultan of Oman.

https://www.silverstone.co.uk/events/formula-student/
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DEVELOPMENT OF GCET ELECTRICAL AND ELECTRONICS 
TECHNICAL  (GEETECH) STUDENT SOCIETY 

The Department of Electrical and 
Electronic Engineering has taken an 
initiative to formally start a technical 
society called GEETECH that will be 
run by the students to support the 
students in developing skills and 
experience to succeed in their future 
career in an enjoyable and exciting 
style. Dr. Javeed Hussain, Head of 
Electrical and Electronic Engineering 
Department, has taken this initiative 
of developing GEETECH to equip the 
students with better skills that they 
apply into their future careers.  Dr. 
Irfan Memon CEng is facilitating the 
students to build the Institute of 
Engineering and Technology (IET), 
United Kingdom On-Campus group 
and thus become a part of IET 
On-Campus network. In addition, Dr. 
Nemat El Hassan is working to 
develop the Institute of Electrical 
and Electronic Engineering (IEEE) 
student branch. Both subgroups will 
work under the flagship of GEETECH.   

Aims and Objectives:
GEETECH aims to become a 
supportive and collaborative com-
munity to help with arranging local 
and international engineering events 
for students that relate to electrical 
and electronic engineering. 
GEETECH in collaboration with IET 
and IEEE will focus to attract indus-
trial sponsors for funding of such 
events. Following are the main 
events that GEETECH desires to 
conduct every year:
a)  Organizing local and international 
webinars and seminars to help 
students to polish their engineering 
skills that can be beneficial for their 
future career.
b)  Encouraging students to partici-
pate in local and international 
events.
c)  Engaging industry to arrange job 
festivals and thus creating job 
opportunities for fresh GCET Electri-
cal and Electronics Engineering 
graduates.
 

It is clear that the key to running a 
successful Student Branch lies in the 
administration, and therefore 
GEETECH would take this opportuni-
ty to call for participants from our 
GCET Student Body to be part of the 
formation of IEEE student-branch 
and its administration committee. 
The administration committee will 
be formed of IEEE student members 
who will hold roles, such as Student 
Branch Chair, Vice Chair, Treasurer, 
Secretary, Marketing Director, 

among other roles that will positively 
build their experience and skills. Dr. 
Nemat ElHassan has already 
conducted a webinar known as 
“Formation of IEEE Student Branch” 
on 4th April 2021 to create aware-
ness about the IEEE student chapter.
Good news to share! First 12 candi-
dates to volunteer in GCET IEEE 
Student Branch formation, will 
receive Free IEEE student member-
ships supported by GCET and IEEE 
Oman sector, you can apply for your 
Free membership here.

GEETECH has started to establish a 
student network known as IET 
On-Campus in collaboration with 
the Institute of Engineering and 
Technology (IET), United Kingdom as 
an initial step.  This IET On-Campus 
will enable the students at GCET to 
be a part of engineering activities 
and events to boost their knowledge 
and experience. Additionally, IET-on 
campus is a platform that will 
provide international learning expo-
sure to the GCET students. It will 
enable the students to enhance their 
skills through different engineering 

events activities for their future 
careers. Furthermore, GEETECH will 
enable students to obtain 
up-to-date practical and 
career-related resources, connec-
tions, and inspiration to launch them 
into their careers with confidence. 
Through . the collaboration with IET, 
GEETECH will create links with other 
higher education institutions and 
industry.     

GEETECH is currently forming GCET 
IEEE Student Branch which will 
benefit GCET student members in 
many aspects by giving students a 
community of peers. It offers dedi-
cated connections to faculty and 
industry professionals who drive 
innovation in countless technical 
fields. Student involvement in 
branch activities, whether special 
projects, social and technical meet-
ings, outreach programs, or confer-
ences, etc. can help develop a record 
of accomplishment and capabilities 
beyond the norm. Thus, developing 
students’ leadership and team 
building skills, which cannot be 
completely attained from normal 
classroom activities. Additional 
student member benefits include 
IEEEXtreme,  awards program, 
scholarships, conferences, and  
student travel grants.    

https://students.ieee.org/xtreme/ https://students.ieee.org/awards/

https://students.ieee.org/funding-for-students/ https://students.ieee.org/ieee-events/

https://students.ieee.org/funding-for-students/

https://bit.ly/3w4gITd

Dr. M. Irfan Memon
Senior Lecturer
Department of Electrical and Electronics Engineering
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GEETECH has started the IET 
student membership move, that can 
be very beneficial for the students to 
arrange events, conferences and 
enhance their engineering skills that 
can be beneficial for their future 
careers. This IET student member-
ship is added as a hallmark of excel-
lence toward the students’ name. 
The IET membership guide is avail-
able in the GCET library and from Mr. 
AlWaleed in the Electronics Labora-
tory. 
We hope GEETECH student society 
will be a path towards engineering 
and technological excellence in 

in Technology” to provide extra 

support to the students on Satur-

days.  Two webinars have already 

been delivered and a good number 

of students have participated in 

them.  The webinar series aims to 

engage the students in the learning 

activities on different simulation 

tools that can provide them extra 

support in their studies. The register 

links for these webinars are updated 

on the Instagram and GCET website. 

Oman that is to be voluntarily man-
aged by GCET students. 
For further information please 
contact us at geetech@gcet.edu.om 
and follow us on Instagram at  
https://www.instagram.com/gee-
tech_gcet

GEETECH has nominated the 
following student committee for IET 
On-Campus network to volunteer 

and manage the events:
President: 

Nuran Amir Moustafa Shabana 
Elsayed 

(BEng Automation and Robotics Engineering)

Vice President:
Zaki Nasser Aldhamri 

(BEng. Electronics and Telecommunication Engineering)

Secretary:
Areeba Muhammad Aslam 

(BSc Security and Forensics)

Treasurer:
Sohela Alaa Abdel Hak 

(BEng Automation and Robotics Engineering)

   

GEETECH IET On-Campus Student Committee

mailto:geetech@gcet.edu.om

https://www.instagram.com/geetech_gcet

S.No

1

2

Webinar Series

Webinar Series-1 

Webinar Series-2 

3 Webinar Series-3 

4 Webinar Series-4 

5 Webinar Series-5 

Presenter Scheduled 
Topic of 
Webinar

Programming 
and Simula-

tion in 
MATLAB

Source to Sink 
Blocks in 
MATLAB

Basics of 
SPICE 

Environment 
for Electronic 

Circuits 
Analysis 
(LTSPICE)

Programming 
in hardware 
descriptive 
languages 

(HDLs).

Hand’s on PLC 
programming 

using 
MITSUBISHI 
simulator

Dr. Moham-
mad 

Mohatram, 
Senior 

Lecturer, 
Department of 
Electrical and 

Electronic 
Engineering

Dr. Taleb 
Moazzeni, 

Senior 
Lecturer 

Department of 
Electrical and 

Electronic 
Engineering

Dr. Nemat El 
Hassan, Senior 
Lecturer at the 
Department of 
Electrical and 

Electronic 
Engineering, 

Dr. Irfan 
Memon, 
Senior 

Lecturer 
Department of 
Electrical and 

Electronic 
Engineering, 

Dr. Javeed 
Hussain, Head 

of Depart-
ment,
EEE

 

6th of March, 
2021

13th of March, 
2021

27th of March, 
2021

10th of April 
2021

24th April 2021

GEETECH IET Webinars Series 

“Towards Future Trends in Technolo-

gy”

GEETECH has started the webinar 

series called “Towards Future Trends



COLLEGE NEWS |

GCET NEWSLETTER | APRIL 2021 PAGE 16

PARTNERSHIP WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF THE 
WEST OF ENGLAND, UK – A VIEW FROM THE 
REGISTRY, ADMISSIONS AND REGISTRATION 
OFFICE (RARO)
Ms. Amal Abdulnabi
Deputy Head of International Partnerships & 
Relation in RARO

GCET is an academic partner with 
the University of the West of 
England (UWE), Bristol, UK. This 
partnership has been in operation 
for 5 successful years with a strong 
personal relationship between the 
Team at UWE and the College 
Registry, Admissions, and Registra-
tion Office (RARO).  Both institutions 
are in regular contact with each 
other on a range of matters includ-
ing, admissions, student administra-
tion, partnership management and 
development, and the examination 
board support. 

The partnership agreement provides 
many facilities to the College’s 
students including receiving a 
welcome letter from UWE with 
Username and Password to allow 
students to login to UWE account. 
The pack also includes a UWE ID 
Card, access to UWE library, support 
to help students in their studies. 
Other key areas of these facilities are  
referencing academic writing, 
research skills, time management, 
reading and  plagiarism advice. 
Moreover, the agreement  allows 
students to download useful 
Software and other learning materi-
als, access  the UWE Blackboard 
Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) 
where students can share UWE 
learning material , such as past 
exam papers and group discussions.  
Students are able to undertake their 
UWE program at GCET in Oman or 
transfer to the UK along with 
progression from undergraduate 
programs to postgraduate 
programs at the College of at UWE 
in the UK. UWE degree, under this 
partnership agreement,  is awarded 
by GCET  at both undergraduate

and postgraduate levels. When 
students successfully complete a 
program of study, they will receive 
an internationally recognized  
degree  from UWE. ‘Franchise’ is 
different and better than ‘endorse-
ment’ where the partner institution 
endorses the certificates awarded 
by the local institutions. The 
College is proud to partner with the 
University of the West of England 
(UWE), a university currently 
ranked 21 in the UK Guardian 
League Table for 2021-2022.  UWE 
also secured a  Gold Status in the 
UK’s Teaching Education Frame-
work evaluation.

I was delighted as Dean, on behalf 
of GCET, to accept an invitation to 
visit A’Sharqiyah University (ASU), 
located in the north of the A’Shar-
qiyah region of the Sultanate, to 
discuss benchmarking cooperation 
and partnership in a range of areas, 
including, OAAA, research, facilities 
sharing, and staff development.  

Dr. Sulaiman and I were warmly 
welcomed to ASU on the 16th of 
March 2021 where we held very 
productive discussions with 
Professor Fouad B. Chedid, the Vice 
Chancellor of ASU, and Professor 
Sam Wamuziri, the Deputy Vice 
Chancellor of ASU, responsible for 
the research and development.  

We had an opportunity to tour the 
magnificent ASU campus and 
technical facilities; and meet many 
ASU academics and support staff. 
Both institutions are intent on 
signing a Memorandum of Under-
standing, later in this month, to 
enable us to progress our collective 
ambitions.  We are very grateful for 
the kindness and support extended 
to GCET at this visit.

We at the Global College of Engi-
neering and Technology (GCET) 
are very keen to establish links 
and relationships with universities 
and colleges in the Sultanate of 
Oman as well as abroad to 
strengthen the college’s connec-
tion with the  leading higher 
education institutions, exchange 
experiences, and discuss ways of 
cooperation and collaboration in 
various fields of higher education 
and research.
In order to substantiate what we 
aspire, the Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees, the Dean of GCET and 

A’SHARQIYAH UNIVERSITY 
(ASU) BENCHMARKING VISIT

NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF 
SCIENCE AND 

TECHNOLOGY (NU) 
BENCHMARKING VISIT

the Deputy Dean visited the 
National University of Science and 
Technology (NU),Bawsher Campus, 
on Monday, the 8th of March 2021.  
During the visit, the delegates from 
GCET got acquainted with the NU’s 
facilities; and discussed ways of 
cooperation and collaboration 
between the two institutions in 
different areas such as enhancing 
the student experience, bench-
marking systems and processes, 
sharing resources, benefiting from 
the NU’s experiences in the fields of 
engineering, higher education,  
research and innovation. 
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GHEDEX

Under the patronage of the Ministry 
of Higher Education, Research and 
Innovation, GHEDEX is celebrating its 
20th anniversary from 28 March, 
2021  to 6 April, 2021, but this time 
the exhibition will be organized  
virtually.
Global College of Engineering and 
Technology is keen to participate in 
the virtual exhibition. Some of our 
staff from MPRO and RARO have 
attended the demo exhibition that 
was held on  25th of March by the 
organizer. GCET staff took a clear 
idea about how the exhibition will be 
and how GCET can add any repre-
sentative or ETC.
GHEDEX is an important meeting 
point for both students and parents 
to meet different national and 
international universities at one 
platform. We,at GCET, have 
dedicated a professional individual 
who will lead his team to represent 
the college at its best.
GHEDEX is a great opportunity for 
GCET to showcase our unique selling 
point and programs to students and 
parents. It’s a great opportunity for 
networking with them especially 
with the current situation of  
pandemic where we cannot meet 
them face to face.
At the end, we wish the GCET team 
“best of luck” and we believe that 
they will represent the core values of 
GCET to its valued visitors.

Mr. Hassan Al Balushi 
Head of Marketing, Publicity and 
Recruitment Office (MPRO)
 
 

Global College of Engineering and 
Technology introduces a series of 
webinars in the 4th industrial revo-
lution.  The third session was deliv-
ered by Professor Akhtar Kalam, 
Professor of Electrical Engineering 
in Victoria University Melbourne, 
Australia, who is also an adjunct 
Professor of the College. The webi-
nar was on Smart Grids Opportu-
nities and Challenges and it ended 
on February 17, 2021. 

Three insightful  sessions of the 
Webinar Series Towards Future 
Trends in Technology were deliv-
ered by Dr. Mohammad Moha-
tram, Senior Lecturer at the 
Department of Electrical and 
Electronic Engineering, Dr. Taleb 
Moazzeni, Senior Lecturer at the 
Department of Electrical and 
Electronic Engineering and Dr. 
Nemat ElHassan, Senior Lecturer 
at the Department of Electrical 
and Electronic Engineering at 
GCET on March 6, March 13 and 
March 27, 2021.  All three webinars 
were conducted by GEETECH 
student society and the Depart-
ment of Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering. The first webinar 
was on Programming and Simu-
lation in MATLAB. 

More than 180 participants regis-
tered for the webinar. The second 
webinar was on Programming 
and Simulation in MATLAB 
Simulink; from Source to Sink 
Block. More than 30 participants 
registered for the webinar. The 3rd 
webinar was on Basics of SPICE 
Environment for Electronic Circuits 
Analysis (LTSPICE). More than 20 
participants showed interest and 
registered for the webinar. The 
participants were engaged in the 
interactive webinar. It is worth 
mentioning that through the 
GCET-UWE partnership, our GCET 
students get free MATLAB licenses, 
which is a widely used software 
among engineers, scientists, and 
technologists in many fields.  

Towards Future Trends in Technology 
Webinar Series

Programming and Simulation in MATLAB, Source to Sink 
Blocks in MATLAB and Basics of SPICE Environment for Electronic 

Circuits Analysis (LTSPICE)

Global Higher 
Education Exhibition
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INSTANT WRITING 
COMPETITION

On  February 25, 2021, the academic 
committee of the student council of 
GCET organized an Instant Writing 
Competition to celebrate Teacher’s 
Day. The event started with a word 
of appreciation to all the teachers in 
GCET acknowledging their struggles 
they went through last year in 
pursuit of fulfilling their duties. Their 
efforts were undeniable and their 
performance was impeccable and 
deserves every word of praise! An 
exciting  competition was then 
carried out between students, and 
as a fun show for the attendees. This 
competition as the name suggests is 
a writing competition with a twist! In 
this competition the contestants 
were given a statement/phrase/ 
word/sentence on the spot to write a 
sentence about. They were then 
given two minutes to think of a 
sentence or two as per given 
prompts. The more creative the 
sentence is, the move likely the 
participant is to win! The sentences 
were extremely creative and the 
competitive environment was very 
encouraging , we had some immac-
ulate participants and submissions!
After 4 thrilling rounds ,the judges 
Mr.Tassawar and Ms. Pooja chose 
three winners! 

The winners of the Competition 
were:
First Position: Syed Kamrul Hossain
Runner ups: Hayat Salim al Hajiri , 
Walid Mohammed Hammoudeh

The winners were awarded with 
certificates by the college manage-
ment. 

The Student Services and Student 
Support Unit of the Global College of 
Engineering and Technology orga-
nized a lecture to commemorate Isra 
and Mi'raj. His Eminence Sheikh 
Salem bin Ali Al-Nu'mani reiterated 
the religious importance of Israa and 
Mi'raj when the Prophet Moham-
mad( PBUH) commenced the bless-
ed journey to heaven  from Al-Aqsa 
Mosque. The vocalist Antar Al-Subhi 
also presented a hymn to the faithful 
Mustafa.

      

Occasion of 
 Isra and Mi'raj  

Mother’s Day 

Mother’s Day
EVENT 

The Student Services and Student 
Support Unit presented  gifts to 
employed mothers on the occasion 
of Mother's Day in recognition of 
the efforts of working mothers.
The first word my lips uttered was 
“mother”. Mother is an ointment of 
the soul that always removes the 
wounds. I say it with pride, you are 
my love, Mama.

The English Club in collaboration  
with the Student Services Unit 
celebrated the occasion of Mother’s 
Day on March 21, 2021. Students 
were given the following topics to 
express their gratitude and love for 
their mothers-
1.  Role of mother in a family
2.  Struggles of a mother
3.  I wish to do something for any  
     mother
4.  How should we celebrate Moth
     er’s Day to make her feel special?
5.  What would I do, if I am a mother?

Aisha Mohammed Al-Shehhi, a GFP 
student from Stage 2, was awarded 
with a certificate and a memento of 
appreciation for her impressive 
speech.

The GCET English Club organized a 
film review writing competition for 
the foundation students.
The event was announced during 
the second week of February. 
Participation was mandatory for all 
students. 
The winners of the competition 
were as follows:
Stage 1 - Naif Issa Al Zaabi
Stage 2
               1. Sharifa Al Alwai
               2. Aisha Mohammad Al        
                   Shehhi
               3. Maryam Fekri Saleem
               4. Aziza Al Badwai
               5. Zainab Othman Qader            
                   Baksh Al Balushi
               6. Buthaina Mohamed 
                   Abdullah Al Barwani
Stage 3 - Hayat Salim Al Hajri

All the winners were awarded a 
memento and an electronic certifi-
cate of excellence.

      

Film Review Writing 
Competition
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Mrs. Maryam Alamri
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Dr. Ahmad Hosseini
 Foundation Studies (FS)

Dr. Amjed Sid Ahmed
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Dr. Pooyan Rahmanivahid
 Mechanical Engineering (ME)
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Dr. Javeed Hussain Shaik
Elec. and Electr. ENGg. (EEE)

Ms. Zakia Al-Abri
HR Mgr. & Dean’s Office Mgr.

Ms. Zahraa Al Kasbi
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Two of our GCET respected staff 
from the Department of Electrical 
and Electronics Engineering (EEE), 
Dr. Javeed Hussain and Dr. 
Mohammed Mohatram patented 
an invention on using automated 
voice-based braille script teaching 
aid for visually impaired people on 
March 19, 2021 in India. The 
College is very pleased and proud 
of their achievements.

GCET Staff Patented 
an Invention 

Dr. Siva from the Department of 
Mechanical Engineering (ME) 
published two research papers on 
hydrogen production and nanofluid 
applications.
Paper Title:
Tarodiya, R., Verma, V., & Thangav-
el S. (2021) A study on utilization of 
ground source energy for space 
heating using a nanofluid as a heat 
carrier. Heat Transfer. pp. 1-19

Saikia, S., Verma, V., Kakati, B.K. 
Thangavel, S. & Tarodiya, R. (2021) 
Optimization of solar integrated 
electrolyser system for hydrogen 
production using Taguchi method. 
Materials Today Proceedings
 

Dr. Amjed Sid Ahmed from the 
Department of Computing and IT 
(CIT) published a research paper on 
Black Hole Attack Detection using 
IDS and Digital Signature.

Paper Title:
Talukdar, M.I., Hassan, R., Hossen, 
M.S., Ahmad, K., Qamar, F. and 
Ahmed, A.S. (2021) Performance 
Improvements of AODV by Black 
Hole Attack Detection Using IDS 
and Digital Signature. Wireless 
Communications and Mobile Com-
puting.

 
Dr. Amjed Sid Ahmed and Dr. 
Mazhar Malik from the Depart-
ment of Computing and IT (CIT) 
pubished a research paper on Ipv6 
cryptographically generated 
address.

Paper Title:
 Ahmed, A.S., Hassan, R., Qamar, F., 
and Malik, M. (2021) Ipv6 cryp-
tographically generated address: 
analysis, optimization and protec-
tion. Computers, Materials & Conti-
nua. 68 (1), pp.  247–265.

Dr. Mazhar Malik, Dr. Amjed Sid 
Ahmed from the Department of 
Computing and IT (CIT) and Dr. 
Sulaiman Al Hasani, Deputy Dean 
for Administration and Resources 
published a research paper on 
Covid-19 and learning styles: GCET 
as case study. The paper focuses 
on the challenges encountered by 
the higher educational institution 
and the strategies adopted to 
effectively cope up with the teach-
ing and learning challenges posed 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Paper Title

Malik, M.H., Amjed, S.A., and Al 
Hasani, S. (2021) Covid-19 and 
learning styles: GCET as case       
study. Computers, Materials & 
Continua 68(1), pp. 103–115.

Dr. Milad Heidari and Dr. Pooyan 
Rahmanivahid from the Depart-
ment of Mechanical Engineering 
(ME) published a research paper 
on Numerical study of vortex 
shedding suppression.

Paper Title: 
Razaviyan, Z., Heidari, M., Taleb-
beigi, F. and Rahmanivahid P. 
(2021) Numerical study of vortex 
shedding suppression using 
confined cylinder. Asia-Pacific 
Journal of Science and Technolo-
gy.    

UWE Bristol – PCAP 
Graduation 

GCET congratulates its Academic 
Staff, Dr. Sivasakthivel Thangavel, 
Dr. Amjed Sid Ahmed Mohamed 
and Dr. Mohammad Mohatram on 
successful completion of their 
Postgraduate Certificate in 
Academic Practice (PCAP) from 
University of the West of England 
(UWE Bristol). The graduates 
attended the virtual graduation 
ceremony on February 28, 2021.

 

Following the signing process of 
Letter of Intent (LoI) between The 
National University of Malaysia and 
Global College of Engineering and 
Technology, and in conjunction 
with research collaboration activi-
ties Dr. Amjed has been appointed 
as panel session for Post Graduate 
on The 3rd International Cyber 
Resilience Conference 2021. 

Papers in Cryptocurrencies, Cloud 
and Remote Data Integrity, and 
Cyber Physical Systems have been 
presented. 

New Research and 
Conference Publications 

Appointment as Panel 
Session for The 3rd International 

Cyber Resilience Conference 
2021 (CRC 2021) 
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GCET UPEM Students   and Staff Attended 
Future Success Week Organized by UWE Bristol. 

GCET Students Participates in the  
Fifth National Debating Championship 

UWE Bristol, represented by the 
Department of Geography and 
Environmental Management, had 
arranged a Future Success Week 
where they hosted external 
wide-ranging experts. The event 
was held from 8th to 11th of 
February, 2021. They invited 30 
organizations over 4 days with a 
variety of disciplines. The event 
focused on discipline-related 
sessions to support and inspire 
students in the urban planning, 
geography and environmental 
management departments. 
Students from Global College of 
Engineering and Technology had 
the opportunity to join the sessions 
and communicate with the 
professionals from the UK. 
Students from the Department of 
Urban Planning and Environmen-
tal Management attended the 
sessions and they got the chance 
to ask and get in touch with 
experts in many fields. Al Yaqeen  

believe such events help students 
to broaden their knowledge and 
skills that can supplement their 
main area of study. This will also 
open a communication channel 
between Oman and the UK for the 
future projects and collaborations. 

GCET students participated in the 
fifth National Debate Championship 
held on March 3, 2021. The champi-
onship was hosted by the Ministry 
of Culture, Sports and Youth under 
the patronage of His Highness Dhi 
Al-Yazan bin Haitham Al Said, and 
supervised by the Oman Debate 
Center. A number of colleges, 
universities and clubs in the Sultan-
ate participated in the champion-
ship.
The Student Services and Support 
Unit provided support to the partici

 

pants by training them for the 
debates and provided the needed 
support. The students who partici-
pated, were:
 

 

The championship was held in the 
Governorate of Muscat from 8 AM to 
6 PM on March 3, 20201. The GCET 
team qualified for the final to meet 
the winners from different regions 
of the Sultanate.
The final of the championship was 
held on March 16,2021. The GCET 
team managed to secure the runner 
up position. 

 

 

Al Maamari, a student at GCET, 
remarked “I am very glad that I got 
this opportunity to attend the 
Future Week Success event orga-
nized last month by the University 
of West of England. Although I’m 
not a graduate, what I’ve learnt 
will really help me in my future 
career. I’ve learnt that students 
should focus on their skills and 
abilities as much as they care for 
their knowledge. I also found out 
the differences between the 
employability skills that each 
sector requires. Moreover, I’ve got 
the chance to know more about 
my major. This session included 
information about environment 
and transport, planning and urban 
design, environmental assess-
ment, landscape and ecology, and 
more important answers to my 
concerns about my future career. I 

 

SupervisorShawqy albarwani

Bassam homood albassami

Zainab Othman albuloshi

Dhaya muslem alsulimani

Atheer Abdullah al abri

Participant

Participant

Participant

Participant

Zamzam Al-Rawahi 

Mrs. Maryam Alamri 

Assistant Lecturer
 
 

Student Support Services 
Office. (SSSO)

 
 

Head of the Academic Depart-
ment of Foundation Studies (FS), 
Dr. Ahmad Hosseini, attended a 
webinar on IELTS Recognizing 
Organization in the MENA region, 
organized by the British Council on 
February 23, 2021. The webinar 
focused on the overview of IELTS 
including test format, scoring 
system, content, test validity & 
reliability, and some success 
stories from different organiza-
tions. It was a helpful and infor-
mative session, and participated 
by several institutions. British 
council shared the recorded video 
of the webinar which can be 
viewed here. GCET can make use 
of the recorded video to train its 
staff for IELTS examination and 
Registration at its campus. 
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In the second year of my under-
graduate education at university, I 
started reading the monthly 
English-language newsletter, the 
Horizon, to improve my vocabulary 
and my reading skills. The first 
word I learned was “pseudonym.” I 
did not know what it meant, and I 
could not pronounce it either. 
Surprisingly, when I was in my 
language skills class the next day, 
the instructor accidently asked us 
about the meaning of pseud-
onyms, and I very confidently 
raised my hand and gave the right 
answer. After that scenario, I was 
convinced that reading newspa-
pers would sharpen my English 
and build up my vocabulary. Thus, 
for the remaining years of my 
undergraduate education, I made 
reading the Horizon a habit.   
However, reading the Horizon did 
not only help improve my 
language skills, but it also 
enhanced my knowledge about 
the current events and cultural 
practices specific to different 
regions in Oman.  I was more 
aware about what was happening 
around me. When I moved to the 
Midwest of America to pursue my 
higher education studies, I contin-
ued the hobby of reading newspa-
pers and newsletters; I realized 
that they discussed topics that 
reflect cultural aspects different 
from the ones I used to read in the 
Omani newspapers.  I learned 
about American holidays such as 
Thanksgiving and Black Friday, 
hunting as a sport, and having 
pets in an American household. 

to a variety of topics and most 
importantly improve their English 
language in a way JUST similar to 
what happened to the “pseud-
onym” student. 

 

This made me conclude that using 
newspapers as authentic  reading 
materials in the classrooms, would 
not only improve students’ 
language but also boost their 
cultural awareness.  Because 
newspapers have a variety of 
topics to meet all readers’ tastes, 
they expose students and teach-
ers to various genres that reflect 
real –life events.  Therefore, read-
ing newspapers will also help 
other students build an interest, 
criticize, and argue (Sanderson 
2-4). Students will infer “cultural 
values, assumptions,” and clear out 
“stereotypes associated with the 
target audience” (Qunilisk 37); they 
will move on evaluating, compar-
ing and contrasting their culture in 
hand to the target culture.  

We need to remember that the 
world is now more drawn than 
ever towards using online materi-
als and technology in education. 
Teachers and students can utilize 
plenty of online newspapers and 
newsletters to bring authenticity 
and have the learners discuss and 
find solutions to real-life issues.  
The GCET newsletter is one good 
example that can update students 
with what is happening in their 
college community; expose them  

References: 
Sanderson, Paul. Using Newspa-
pers in the Classroom. the United 
Kingdom: Cambridge University 
Press, 1999. Print 

Quinlisk, Carla. “Media Literacy in 
the ESL/EFL Classroom: Reading 
Images and Cultural Stories.” 
TESOL Journal 12.3 (Autumn 2003) 
: 35-39. Print. 
 

Ms.Rahma Al-Aamri                                    

Using Newspapers as 
Authentic Materials in the 
EFL Classroom   
Senior English Tutor
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Technology serves as a useful tool 
in enhancing teaching skills and 
learning ability. It also allows for 
flexibility in learning that enables 
students to work more collabora-
tively. Technology provides effec-
tive and flexible methods for 
teachers aspiring to develop 
professionally, and it has a very 
significant influence on class-
room-learning. Students will need 
to use digital options to get the 
most out of an online learning 
experience and truly develop the 
skills they need. There are a wide 
variety of educational apps and 
software programs that teachers 
can use to help students. A com-
puter is a useful tool in all areas of 
teaching-learning. Computers 
have positive impacts on students 
and teachers, particularly in their 
commitment towards education. 
There are different teaching tools, 
styles, and equipment being intro-
duced in classrooms to substitute 
the use of traditional methods. 
Using the proper digital tools can 
make online work much more 
efficient and effective. The tablet 
and pen tablet is a relatively new 
technology that has indicated 
improvement in the academic 
performance of the students. Pen 
tablet enables a teacher to 
hand-draw images and graphics, 
with a special pen-like stylus, 
similar to the way a person draws 
images with a pencil. Furthermore, 
teachers can use a pen tablet to 
mark assignments or presenta-
tions, annotate images or files, and 
draw diagrams and complicated 
functional equations with ease. 

Through this instant visual com-
munication, they can answer 
students' questions to boost the 
students’ comprehension and 
retention. Students, especially 
those who cannot attend the 
classes, can gain knowledge and 
information from the available 
online resources and the recorded 
video tutorials. Through the com-
puter, students interact with 
teachers in case of having issues 
from anywhere and it makes 
communications easier. Further-
more, a computer enables teach-
ers to create teaching materials 
using many softwares, which 
improve the quality of transferring 
knowledge to the students. By 
using a computer and pen tablet, 
teachers can grade tests and 
assignments, and receive the 
assignment and project through 
email.

As all classes are online at GCET, 
the role of computer and pen 
tablet has been highlighted 
significantly. Teachers can explain 
the content visually by writing, 
editing, and annotating directly in 
files and sharing the screen. 
Besides, the flow of the prob-
lem-solving process is presented 
efficiently. There are a large 
number of flexible and part-time 
students at college who cannot 
attend the class. Therefore, it is 
vital to record sessions and 
prepare related files in video, PDF, 
and PowerPoint formats.

Teachers normally use the black-
board or Google meet for online 
sessions, but it is too difficult to 
write on a whiteboard/PDF files 
with a mouse. Hence, the pen 
tablet enables them to write 
equations faster and easier and 
put comments on the PDF and 
PowerPoint slides. It saves time 
and improves teaching quality. By 
using pen-tablet, teachers high-
light details of their presentation, 
give an interactive lecture, edit and 
erase them easier and quicker. 
Recording software plays a signif-
icant role in learning and teaching. 
Lecture capturing is a vital means 
of students learning which assists 
students to repeat lecture 
contents. Teachers record all 
sessions using a screen recorder 
software, therefore, part-time, 
full-time, and flexible students 
can refer to videos and online 
sessions later.  .

Effect of technology 
on quality of online teaching at GCET    
Dr. Milad Heidari                                    
Senior Lecturer
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